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Membership in the United Nations 


What countries should belong to the United Na- 
tions? This question, long a subject of disagreement 
among U.N. members, has come to the fore in rela- 
tion to immediate issues facing the U.N. today. 

Rules governing membership in the United Na- 
tions are laid down by the Charter, which says: 

Membership in the United Nations is open to all other 

peace-loving states which accept the obligations contained 

in the present Charter and, in the judgment of the Or- 
ganization, are able and willing to carry out these obli- 
gations. 


The admission of any such state to membership in the 
United Nations will be effected by a decision of the Gen- 
eral Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security 
Council. 


Decisions on admitting new members depend on 
votes of the present members in both the Security 
Council and Assembly. Membership applications 
are being used as bargaining points in the East-West 
struggle. The United States and some other Western 
powers refuse to vote for the admission of Commu- 
nist governments; although the U. S. will not use 
her veto, these governments fail to be admitted be- 
cause they do not receive enough “yes” votes. And 
the Soviet Union has been using the veto against 
governments not to her liking. 


Chinese Representation 


Paramount today is the question of which govern- 
ment should represent China in the United Nations, 
the Communist or the Nationalist. (See Trenps, 
6/12/50.) The Soviet Union has been boycotting all 
U.N. meetings since January because she maintains 
that China is not legally represented. Now she de- 
clares the Security Council resolutions on Korea 
illegal because neither the U.S.S.R. nor what she 
considers the true government of China took part 
in the votes. 

The issue also divides the non-Communist world. 
Many governments friendly to the U.S. believe that 
since the Communist government is actually in 
power, it should replace the Nationalists in the U.N. 
Until the outbreak of the Korean war, Britain was 
pressing for this change. India, while backing the 
Security Council resolutions on Korea, urges the ad- 

(Continued on page 2) 


Blueprint for Preparedness 


What will the Korean war mean to us? This was 
the question being asked by businessmen, house- 
wives, farmers, workers and young men the country 
over. It was certain that the United States would be 
forced to step up its military program. This would 
require men, materials, resources, money! 

How far would the government go to prevent full- 
scale inflation? Would comprehensive war-time con- 
trols be needed on prices, wages, labor and consump- 
tion? How much money would the military need? 
Where would it come from? 


President’s Message 


The answers to many of these questions were found 
in the President’s message to Congress on July 19. 
He asked for an additional appropriation of about 
$10 billion to meet immediate military needs. He 
also urged speedy House approval of the $1.22 bil- 
lion authorization for the Military Assistance Pro- 
gram (MAP), and gave notice that he would soon 
request additional funds for MAP and for military 
aid to other nations. The House approved the MAP 
bill later the same day. 

A military program of the size outlined by the 
President will require major readjustments in an 
economy already somewhat strained. In order to 
make these changes and still maintain economic 
stability, the President offered a three-point program. 
First, in order to assure prompt and increasing flow 
of military supplies and equipment, he asked author- 
ization to establish priorities and allocations of essen- 
tial materials; to limit the production of non-essential 
manufactures; to prohibit hoarding of inventories; 
and to requisition essential supplies and materials. 

Secondly, the President asked the public and the 
government agencies to limit their use of men, goods 
and services needed for the defense effort. 

Third, he requested the power to guarantee and 
extend loans to encourage production of essential 
materials. : 

The President stressed the importance of financing 
the $10 billion program on at least a partial pay-as- 
you-go basis. To this end, he asked for a tax boost, 
but did not specify what taxes would be increased nor 
by how much. This request sounded the death knell 
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MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS—Continued 


mission of Communist China as a step in mediating 
the Korean conflict. The United States maintains 
that the two issues are completely separate and can- 
not be linked in any bargain. There can be no 
negotiation on the Korean war, says our government, 
until North Korean forces withdraw to the 38th 
parallel. 


Applications for Membership 


In addition to the China question, there are 14 
long-pending applications for membership which 
have been turned down by the Security Council. 
Five failed to get enough affirmative votes: Albania, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania and the Mongolian 
People’s Republic. Nine have been barred by a 
Soviet veto: Austria, Finland, Italy, Ireland, Portugal, 
Jordan, Ceylon, Nepal and Korea. The Soviet Union 
has offered to vote for them all in a blanket resolu- 
tion, but the United States refuses to make such a 
“horse trade.” Our government maintains that each 
application should be judged on its merit; and that 
the five nations sponsored by the U.S.S.R. do not 
fulfill the requirements as “peace-loving states which 
accept the obligations of the Charter.” 

The U. S. position is questioned by some who be- 
lieve that the United Nations should be truly uni- 
versal. They argue that the United Nations should 
not be limited just to our friends since its purpose 
is to bridge differences and help all nations to learn 
to live together in peace. They also suggest that 
there is more to gain by having Communist gov- 
ernments inside the United Nations than outside. 
Within the U.N., they would be subject to the obliga- 
tions of the Charter and in constant contact with 
world public opinion. 

At the General Assembly this fall, membership is 
sure to be an important issue. It may be possible to 
work out a compromise or amend the Charter pro- 
visions for membership to allow the admission of 
any government which “exercises effective authority” 
over a country. Such a formula might pave the way 


for the admission of the 14 governments as well as 
for a solution to the question of Chinese representa- 
tion. 


BLUEPRINT FOR PREPAREDNESS—Continued 


for the tax revision bill under consideration in the 
Senate (see TrENps, 7/10/50). 

Also recommended were consumer and commod- 
ity credit controls. The previous day, the govern- 
ment housing agencies had been directed to tighten 
their credit policies. 


What It Means 


If enacted, the President’s program would establish 
a series of economic “checks and balances.” Since 
many of the materials needed for war equipment are 
used for the manufacture of cars and other durables, 
the establishment of priorities, allocations and pro- 
duction ceilings will cut into output of consumer 
goods. Men and materials can then be diverted to 
military use. 

With fewer goods on the market and with full 
employment, more people will have more money to 
spend, but fewer things to buy. Restrictions on 
credit would curb installment buying which has been 
a contributing factor in the current “boom.” In- 
creased taxes would help to drain off excess purchas- 
ing power. The need for federal deficit spending, 
which is inherently inflationary, would decrease in 
proportion to the amount that can be raised by a 
direct tax levy. 


Citizen Responsibility 


The President placed a grave responsibility on 
every citizen to continue his normal buying and 
selling habits. Hoarding, profiteering and specula- 
tion will create artificial shortages and send prices 
soaring. The President warned that if prices con- 
tinued to rise, he would not hesitate to recommend 
price control and rationing. The behavior of the 
public will be a significant factor in future decisions. 


eee 
* CURRENT LEGISLATION x 


D. C. Home Rule (S. 1527*): 22 more signatures are needed 
on the Kennedy discharge petition to bring S. 1527* to the 
floor of the House for vote. 


Equal Pay for Equal Work: Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare voted July 13 to report S. 706* with 


amendments. 


Electoral College (H. J. Res. 2): Defeated in House July 
17 by a vote of 210 to 134. 


U.N. Agencies (H. J. Res. 334*): Hearings have been 
held in Senate Foreign Relations Committee but no report 
has yet been made. 


European Recovery Program*: Senate Appropriations 
Committee on July 8 reported E.R.P. appropriation as part 
of omnibus appropriation bill. It provides $2,391,930,000 
in new funds plus carry-over of $276,761,473 from 1950 ap- 
propriations. Total is a cut of $266,308,527 from amount 
requested by E.C.A. 


Point Four: On July 19 Senate Appropriations Committee 
reversed previous vote and recommended $26.9 million for 
technical assistance instead of earlier figure of $10 million. 
On July 12 House passed H. R. 8083, authorizing Export- 
Import Bank to guarantee U. S. private capital invested 
abroad against certain risks. 


*Indicates League support. 
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